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PAF edge and bite. Engaging the pull-on coil-
tap switch in the Tone control with either
or both pickups selected reduces low fre-
quencies and adds spaciousness to the
sounds—though it doesn’t result in typical
single-coil tones. The pickups are also well
matched level-wise, and blend beautifully. 1
was easily able to ger great rock and blues
sounds, and even some convincing jazz and
semi-brutal metal tones.

Workmanship is generally excellent
throughout, with great attention to detail,
be it the exquisite fretwork, the perfect dot
inlays, or the mounting of the hardware. The
neck is relatively thin with a somewhat
rounded profile, and the body cutaways allow
easy access to even the highest frets. The
Volume control is well positioned for pinky
swells, though it is also somewhat stiff,
which, combined with the smooth sides
of the knob, makes it resist quick rwists.
The 500kQ) Tone control is quite effective,
smoothly tapering off the highs with no sud-
den jumps. Although the non-linear place-
ment of the tuners looks cool, the third string
tuner is at an odd angle—and given the
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length of the 24-fret neck, it can be a stretch
to reach (I kept grabbing the second string
runer by mistake).

The S1 plays easily and the setup was
good except for a few peculiar issues. The
B string has a slight sitar-like buzz when
played open, and there are a lew mingf
buzzes on other strings when fretted. Intos
nation is perfect on most strings in mos
positions—including on the very highest
frets—though notes on the first five et
particularly on the second and third strings
are a bit sharp.

There are many things to like about the
S1—great pickups, versatile tones, quality
craftsmanship, stylish looks, and good
playability—though 1 would like to have
been able to have it play perfectly in tung
with no buzzes or other setup issues given
the boutique price. That may or may nol
be an issue with a custom-ordered instng
ment, of course, so in the end it will really
be a matter of whether you feel form and
function have been successfully harmo:
nized to meet your personal aesthetic and
playing needs. '¥
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